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Protests this week outside a Bradenton pain management clinic prompted a councilwoman to introduce a

law that would keep similar clinics from opening for a year.

By HALLE STOCKTON

Published: Friday, May 7, 2010 at 1:00 a.m.
Last Modified: Thursday, May 6, 2010 at 8:22 p.m.

As other regions in the state crack down on pain clinics that dole out high quantities of powerful narcotics,
local governments and health groups fear Southwest Florida could become their next stop.

Coalitions have been formed and ordinances drafted to combat the migration of pain clinics -- often referred
to as "pill mills" -- and their patients to the area.

Next week, Bradenton City Council will review the first draft of an ordinance that would suspend the
opening or development of pain clinics in the city for a year.

A planning group in Sarasota, the Behavioral Health Stakeholders' Consortium, which is made up of
representatives from several sectors like law enforcement, schools, business and health, has also been
working to draft a similar ordinance for county review, among other education and law enforcement
initiatives.

The state has for years been a breeding ground for pain clinics because there were few laws in place for
regulation or discipline.

Florida lawmakers approved new rules for pain clinics at the end of the legislative session in April.

But the measures, if signed into law by Gov. Charlie Crist, would not be enacted for several months.

Four counties and 12 municipalities have adopted restrictions on pain clinics until the state laws take hold.
The counties are Palm Beach, Martin, St. Lucie and Pinellas, which passed its ordinance on Tuesday.

Their actions could force out pill mills and make Southwest Florida a target location, said Dr. Brooke Baker
of the Sarasota County Health Department, a planning group member.
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